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^encroaching upon the like sphere of another and
exciting resentment with its consequences. If
society were absolutely stationary, the boundaries
assigning to each his own arena of action would
become distinct and permanent, but as it is ex-
periencing continual change, new conditions, exciting
new thoughts and producing new forms of conduct,
are continually arising and introducing confusion
into customs which become gradually cleared up
through the action of the same natural causes.
Barbarous society is thus continually engaged un-
consciously in the work of accumulating a body of
custom embracing the wisdom of long experience
transmitted from generation to generation, and in-
creased in the transmission. Progressive societies
both unconsciously and consciously, through the
works of jurists, legislators, and. reformers, pursue
the same study of conduct and consequence, selecting
and adopting whatever conduces to well-being,
eliminating and repressing whatever is hurtful. The
unconscious conclusions of the savage, the loftiest
conceptions and aspirations of the sage, controlling
manners and conduct, affecting the physical con-
stitution and passing as an inheritance to posterity,
become forever imbedded in the life of the race and
express themselves in its customs. Custom, there-
fore, is not the accidental, trivial, and meaningless
thing which we sometimes think it to be. It is the
imperishable record of the wisdom of the illimitable
past reaching back to the infancy of the race, re-
vised, corrected, enlarged, open to all alike, and
read and understood by all. It was a happy ex-